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The commitment to renew the life of the
fire of the charism of God that we have
received it is an urgent task today more
than ever. Everywhere it seems that life
of this fire is dying out, that below the
ash the embers are cooling down.

Rekindle God’s charism

that is within you!
(2 Tm 1,6)

Dear Confreres, this was the theme given
for the reflection of 120 Superiors General
in the yearly Assembly of the USG celebrated at
Sacrofano (ROMA) from 24 to 26 May.

A theme that was known for our Congregation, since
it was examined during our 18th General Chapter.
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The aim of the speakers was to rekindle the charism of Consecrated Life in the present
context, starting from a review of the charism of each congregation and in the perspective
of its future in communion with the Church. At the end, what came out was that there are
no “ready-made” answers for our consecrated life, rather there is a journey that has to be
undertaken, the journey of fidelity and hope that will make us realize and accomplish
what are the expectations of the Spirit for the Consecrated Life today. What was once
more underlined was that the development and renewal of Consecrated life is not up to
the Spirit, who always continues to call, consecrate, and send to the world, but it's up to
men and women religious, to our discernment, to our ability to involve and engage
ourselves again with enthusiasm, showing our belonging to the Church and to the
congregation in which we live and work. For us, the Guanellians, comes also this impulse
to do our duty with responsibility and dedication.

In this letter on the occasion of the solemnity of the
Sacred Heart, so dear to us, | would like to offer you a
short reflection derived from a Gospel passage well
known to us. The parable of the hidden treasure, that
we see in Matthew 13:44: “The kingdom of heaven is
like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that
he has and buys that field”.

Allow me to read this short parable under the light of
our religious vocation. Our vocational choice can be
compared to the man of the parable, who — becoming
aware of the treasure in the land — goes and sells all
hi possess to buy that land and make it his own, and
with it the treasure hidden in it. For us as religious, the
treasure is Jesus Christ! But what happens, often, in
our life choices, after buying the field with the
treasure? Becoming the owners of the land, we may
forget that the treasure is hidden underground, that
we need to dig, to labour to find it. Taken by the

= beauty, the size, the satisfaction derived from the new

field, we start cultivating the land, making it fruitful, building many things on it, making it
more and more attractive. Somebody may spend his whole life cultivating the land, and
forgets that he should first find the treasure hidden underground, that this was the reason
for choosing that field!

Dear confreres, may it never happen to us, to spend our lives planting and harvesting
crops, filling barns, being concerned about our houses being always full and without
financial problems. Let us put our care and concern not in securing what we have and
have put in store. Let us never forget that our true treasure, for which we continue to be
consecrated persons, is Jesus Christ and no other. Let us never forget, and may the feast
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of the Sacred Heart renew it within us, that our heart is
made to be satisfied by the Father, not by
possessions, things, people.

May the solemnity of the Sacred Heart make us
reflect and find new motivation to our choices, before
we renew our vows for devotion, as our Holy Founder
wanted. The value of our land in not on the surface,
but in the depth, where the roots are constantly
irrigated by the love of the Father, even if on the
surface we may be seeing only desert. The certitude of
value is not in what appears, but in what we do not see
and lives in the depth of our persons. Dear confreres,
we could possess everything, but if we lose the
relationship with the Father, we have lost all!

| repeat the invitation of our Holy Founder, as it is in
our Constitutions at No. 10: “The inspiring principle,
like a soul vivifying our vocation, is the certitude that
God is so generous a Father to us that He gives us His
Heart, and better than any other father or mother on
earth He knows our heart and follows our steps” (DLG,
Andiamo al Paradiso, 1883). it

Auguri! Let us renew our consecration convinced Uenite.. Il mis scmo in rome mo vi razecalie

that HE is our only true treasure!

Roma, 16 giugno 2023

Guanella News
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News di Congregazione

o) Avvenimenti di Consacrazione

Il confratello Joseph Khiet ha confermato la sua scelta definitiva di abbracciare |l
nostro carisma emettendo, domenica 19 marzo, nella comunita di Quezon City la
sua professione perpetua. E il primo Servo della Carita vietnamita a compiere
questo passo che apre il varco ad altri giovani di quella terra e di quella Chiesa a
spendere la vita come servi del’Amore di Dio trai poveri, dietro i passi e col cuore di
don Guanella. Il giorno dopo ha ricevuto I'Ordine Sacro del Diaconato dal vescovo di
Novaliches, Mons. Roberto Gaa nella Chiesa della Parrocchia di San Isidro
Labrador dove la comunita guanelliana & inserita e con la quale da trent’anni si
sforza di camminare nello spirito della sinodalita e del servizio ai piu poveri.

| chierici Kib’landu Theophile Myuama e Ugwu Malachi Amaechi il 22 marzo
hanno emesso la Professione Perpetua Yemetu, Ibadan (Nigeria) e il 24 marzo
hanno ricevuto il Diaconato a Lagos. Lo stesso giorno c’e stata la cerimonia della
posa della prima pietra per un Centro di diagnosi, consulenza e riabilitazione per le
persone con disabilita in Lagos.

| Chierici Kota Yesu Babu e Sesu Raj Philomin Raja il 24 marzo hanno fatto la
Professione Perpetua e il 25 marzo hanno ricevuto il Sacro Ordine del Diaconato nel
“Don Guanella Major Seminary” di Chennai (India).

I 23 marzo, hanno emesso la loro Professione Perpetua i confratelli Mvuama
Theophile, Nwafor Emmanuel e Ugwu Malachi e hanno ricevuto I'Ordinazione
diaconale a Lagos (Nigeria) il 25 marzo 2023.

Il chierico Arockia William Lourdhu Samy ha ricevuto il ministero ordinato
dell'Accolitato il 29 aprile 2023 nella Chiesa del Buon Pastore presso il Seminario
Teologico 'Mons. Aurelio Bacciarini' in Via Aurelia Antica-Roma, dal Superiore
generale, don Umberto Brugnoni.

Adriel Wilson da Silva, Christian Magdaong e Duru Bartholomew Uchechukwu
hanno emesso la Professione Perpetua il 29 aprile nelle mani del Superiore
generale, don Umberto Brugnoni, nel Seminario Bacciarini di Roma ed hanno
ricevuto l'ordine sacro del Diaconato dal Card. Francesco Montenegro il 30 aprile,
nella basilica di San Giuseppe al Trionfale.

Il 26 maggio hanno rinnovato i voti religiosi 11 chierici, Brai Okhumagbe Anthony,
Lourdhu Samy Arockia William, Lokange llumbe Cedrick, Savarimuthu
Melvinraj, Sleziak Artur, Nayak Runa (Carlos), Wletou Mensan (Didier),
Arockiaraj Antonysamy, Lunda Tshikoko Tshiko Victor, Ojobo Philemon Ebi e
Tran Thanh Tung nel Seminario Teologico di Roma alla presenza di don Rathinam,
consigliere generale.
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Don Domenico Rizzi ha accolto il rinnovo della Professione temporanea di Dipak
Kumar Bebiria e Lasar Ajis Aravinth, il 26 maggio, nella Parrocchia Maria Madre
della Provvidenza a Napoli, ltalia.

| chierici indiani, professi temporanei, hanno rinnovato a Chennai, nel “Don Guanella
Major Seminary”, Malliyadoss Arokiya Jayaseelan, Rajenthiran Arul Pandian,
Mathiyas John Peter, Gnanapragasam Arockiasamy, Michal Charles, Peter
George Maria Paul Raj, Rayappa Chandra Sekhar, Lourdusamy Edward
Francis, Lawrence Stephen Raj, John Peter Rex Milton.

| novizi Santhosham Kuzhandhaiyesu, Pilaventhiran Maria Susai e Antonysamy
Ponaventhur hanno emesso la loro Prima Professione nelllOpera don Guanella il
31 maggio 2023 nelle mani del Superiore provinciale, don Ronald Jesiah, a
Bangalore, India.

o Nella Casa del Padre
< Famiglia guanelliana e parenti defunti dei Confratelli

Suor Elci Luiza Laguna Rodrigues della Provincia Nostra Signora Aparecida é
deceduta il 4 febbraio a Canela (Brasile). Aveva 85 anni.

La sorella maggiore di don Rayappan Solomon Raja, la Sig.ra Victoria Rani, e
deceduta I'8 febbraio a Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu (India). Aveva 37 anni.

Il Sig. Leopoldo Repotente, Guanelliano Cooperatore molto attivo fin dai primi anni
della fondazione della nostra presenza nelle Filippine, & deceduto a Manila il giorno
8 febbraio, all’eta di 87 anni.

La Sig.ra Antoniammal (84 anni), nonna del nostro confratello don Francis Selva
Raj, & deceduta il 15 febbraio 2023 a Eraiyur, Tamil Nadu (India).

Sig. Gianmario Colciago ¢ deceduto il 16 febbraio presso la Casa di Riposo della
Casa Divina Provvidenza in Como (ltalia). | funerali si sono tenuti a Carate Brianza il
18 febbraio. Molti confratelli hanno avuto modo di conoscere Gianmario e di
apprezzarne, con stima e riconoscenza, la collaborazione di molti anni sia nella
nostra Casa Madre in Como come anche nella ex Provincia Sacro Cuore.

La Sig.ra Suzane Tshiala Yampanya, la sorella maggiore del nostro confratello don
Frangois Mpugna & morta in Africa il 25 febbraio.

I Sig. Mariannam Louis, padre del nostro confratello don Praveen Raj,
appartenente della comunita di Como-Casa madre, € deceduto il 25 febbraio a
Kanai, Viluppuram, Tamil Nadu (India). Aveva 83 anni.
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Suor Anna Ghisleni € morta nella Casa Santa Chiara di Albese con Cassano
(Como) all’eta di 98 anni il giorno 27 marzo. Era nata a Sotto il Monte (Bergamo) ed
e stata sepolta nel cimitero di Albese (Como).

A 92 anni il Sig. Luigi Mortin, fratello del nostro confratello don Gabriele Mortin, &
deceduto a Padova (ltalia) il 30 marzo.

Suor Graziella Malosti, di 86 anni, & deceduta nella Casa Santa Maria della
Provvidenza, in Como-Lora il 31 marzo. Era di San Bellino (Rovigo) ed é stata
sepolta nel cimitero di Albese con Cassano (Como).

Il 6 aprile, a Varedo (MB), ltalia, all’eta di 77 anni, € deceduto il Sig. Lodovico
Tremolada, fratello del nostro confratello don Bruno Tremolada.

[l 17 aprile, a Tartano (SO), Italia, & venuto a mancare il Sig. Gianluigi Bulanti
fratello del nostro confratello don Eugenio Bulanti. Aveva 94 anni.

Il Sig. D.M. Antony Samy, di 92 anni, nonno di don Maria Julian Bernad, &
deceduto il 13 aprile a lIruppukurichy, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu.

Il 18 aprile, a Ibadan in Nigeria, & deceduto il Sig. Patrick Onyeje, il papa del nostro
confratello don Patrick Chidozie Valentine, che dal 17 aprile e arrivato ad Augsburg,
Germania. Il papa di don Valentine aveva 78 anni.

Il Sig. T. Maria Louis, di 95 anni, padre del nostro confratello don Peter Sebastian,
e deceduto il 22 aprile a Thennur, Tamil Nadu (India).

Il Sig. Alphonse, di 81 anni, padre del nostro confratello don Satheesh Caniton e
deceduto il 23 aprile a Perumanel, Tamil Nadu (India).

Suor Graziella Venerito € deceduta il 25 aprile in Casa Santa Chiara di Albese con
Cassano (Como). Era nata a Ceglie Messapica (Brindisi) dove & stata pure
tumulata. Aveva 87 anni.

Suor Liviana Venanzetti ¢ deceduta il 25 aprile in Casa Santa Maria della
Provvidenza a Roma. Era nata a Roma ed é stata sepolta al cimitero di Prima Porta
in Roma. Aveva 96 anni.

La Sig.ra Mercedes Osorio, mamma di don José de Jesus Farifia Osorio, &
deceduta in Paraguay, il 3 maggio 2023.

Il Sig. Pedro Demoliner, papa di don Flavio Demoliner, &€ deceduto in Brasile, il 13
maggio 2023.

- 11 10 giugno a Uvuru, Uzo-Uwani, comune di Enugu in Nigeria € morta a 68 anni,
la Sig.ra Esther Nwafor, la mamma del nostro confratello, Emmanuel Nwafor.

- L’11 giugno € deceduto a 71 anni in Polonia il Signor Adam Januszewski, papa
del nostro confratello Don Jarek.
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<& Confratelli defunti

Don Luigi Carmelo Sangermani (don Gino), collaboratore pastorale della
comunita ‘Opus Mariae Reginae’, € morto all’eta di 82 anni, il 3 marzo. Gia
sacerdote guanelliano, dopo aver conosciuto don Mario Merlin divenne suo
collaboratore per la Congregazione ‘Opus Mariae Reginae’, un istituto religioso la
cui Casa Generalizia si trova a Formia (Latina), nella diocesi di Gaeta. | funerali
sono stati celebrati nel Duomo di Pieve di Soligo il giorno 8 marzo ed il suo corpo &
stato tumulato nel cimitero di Pieve di Soligo (TV).

Don Romano Argenta (avrebbe compiuto a settembre 89 anni) nella comunita San
Giuseppe al Trionfale in Roma, dove & deceduto sabato 4 marzo. | funerali sono
stati celebrati nella Basilica di San Giuseppe. Ha presieduto la Eucaristia il
Superiore generale. Hanno concelebrato una ventina di confratelli ed hanno
partecipato suore, cooperatori e parrocchiani.

Don Alberto Pravettoni, cappellano delle nostre suore a Berbenno (SO) e
appartenente alla nostra comunita Casa Madonna del Lavoro in Nuova Olonio (SO)
e deceduto il 18 marzo all’eta di 79 anni. Il suo corpo riposa nel cimitero di
Mantegazza di Vanzago (Milano).

o) Notizie dal mondo religioso

E online il nuovo sito del Dicastero per gli Istituti di vita consacrata e le
Societa di vita apostolica (www.vitaconsacrata.va). Il portale, nella sua versione
completamente rinnovata, si propone di essere uno strumento agile di
comunicazione e informazione per tutti, specialmente per i consacrati e le
consacrate. Il sito web raccoglie notizie, attivita, documenti e pubblicazioni del
Dicastero.

o Incontro mondiale dei giovani

L’incontro mondiale dei giovani guanelliani ad Arca, Galicia, vedra i tre giorni 29-31
luglio programmati per far incontrare i giovani nella festa (sera del 28 luglio), nella
preghiera (santa messa ogni giorno), nella formazione (catechesi nei giorni 29, 30 e 31).
Ad Arca si svolgeranno i pasti e vi sara 'accoglienza. La sera dell’arrivo si prevede
un momento di festa preparato dai giovani stessi.

Sabato 29 luglio Arca - Domenica 30 luglio Santiago - Lunedi 31 luglio Finisterre

Poi ci si sposta per partecipare alla GMG a Lisbona passando per Fatima (1-6
agosto 2023).

A Lisbona 79 saranno i partecipanti guanelliani di cui 2 dall’India, 1 dal Brasile, 4
dagli USA, 1 dalle Filippine, 5 dalla Nigeria, 8 da Finisterre, 1 da Madrid. Tutti gli altri
giovani guanelliani sono italiani.
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More news in our Congregazione

™ Meeting of the General Councils DSMP and SdC

In our General Curia we held the yearly meeting with the General Council of the
DSMP. Several were the issues touched: the bond of charity between the two
Families; we were born and we grow from the same sprout; an update on the
present situation of the DSMP; a review of the ltalian centres in view of the “Third
Sector Act”; the difficult situation at Plateau in Congo; our Guanellian Cooperators;
the final phase of the work on the Charter of Communion; the management of the
sites of our Founder; the vocational situation in the Guanellian world, the WYD at
Lisbon; the reviewing of the Basic Document for Guanellian Mission (PEG).

We reaffirmed our will to move together with the Cooperators in the field of
formation, and also the experience of the Retreat together for the two General
Council: this year it will be at Casa Santa Rosa from 12 to 17 June, directed by Fr.
Fabio Ciardi.

B Assembly of the USG (Union of Superiors General)

From 24th to 26th May was held the 99th General Assembly of the USG. 120
Fathers General were present. The theme was “Rekindle God’s charism that is
within you™! (2Tm 1,6).

In the first day: four reports were given, on the same theme, that of the Assembly.
They were given with the point of view of four different Institutes: Cistercians,
Brothers of the Sacred Heart, Combonians, Carmelites. Enough time was given to
the group dialogues and the presentation of the rich group discussions.

On the second day: the morning was dedicated to the dialogue of the Assembly
with the secretary of the Di castery of Consecrated Life, Mons. Carballo, who was
accompanied by the two sub-secretaries Mons. Nava and Sr. Carmen. The dialogue
on the current themes about Consecrated Life in the world, as seen from the
Dicastery, was very interesting. It is not possible to report all in this News, we just list
some of themes:

v' Every year there are more than 2.000 persons abandoning consecrated life.
It is all over the world. First come India, Brazil, Mexico, Argentina ... In all
the Congregations, there is need to review the formation process, especially
in the first discernment.
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— Traditional reasons for abandoning: crisis of faith; excessive spiritualism,
stress on devotions; lack of an incarnated spirituality;

— Big difficulties in fraternal life, especially in multicultural communities;

— Affective problems, both heterosexual and homosexual.

New forms of CL, new Institutes, are growing. Increasing the mixed Institutes.
The Dicastery is preparing a document with orientations.

Often, several institutes are lacking in ecclesial sense. There is a wrong idea, of
putting the Founder before the Gospel, so that the Founder’s word must be
applied without discussion. Without the Church, the Founder is nothing!

Service of authority: the same persons are staying in office too long: superiors
and treasurers. Authority needs to be evangelised: either it is too authoritarian,
or too relaxed, letting things go.

Theme of abuses: more abuse of power than sexual. They cause damage
beyond repair when they involve conscience.

Theme of appeals against decisions (suspensions etc.). There are hundreds of
them every day, and if there are little mistakes in the procedure (difetto di
forma, formally incorrect), the Apostolic Signature accepts the appeal. The
Moderator has to follow the Canons, Pope Francis extended to 30 days the
time to put an appeal against any Decree

In the Church there is a huge amount of Institutes who are agonizing because of
numbers. More than 500 of them have less than 100 members.

Apostolic Visits from the Dicastery to several Institutes are continuing; they are
looking for Superiors general available for this function as visitators!

There is a new website of the Dicastery for Consecrated Life.

Clarifications about some documents (motu proprio) of Pope Francis. The
beginning of the document has to be read carefully, to understand who are the
recipients of the document. Examples: Dismissal of a member from the
Institute. Possibility for a brother to be superior general in a clerical Institute.
These faculties are given not to the congregation, but to the Dicastery, who
decides prudently for each case.

In the afternoon the group meetings started, according to language and to typology
of Institutes. The second day was closed with the Eucharistic celebration divided by
language.

Third day: The account was given for the year 2022, and the 2023 budget
presented. Then five members of the USG were elected that will be part of the
Bishop’s Synod on Sinodality in October. There was a consultation about the
possibility of making one single Union together with the Sisters (UISG). Interesting
was the last part of the morning, with two representatives of the Rome Immigration
office, to discuss some problems of the non-Italian religious who are members of the
General Councils. Some of our requests cannot be addressed to the Immigration
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office, but to the Ministry of Internal affairs, to whom there will be need to present our
requests.

@® Province and Delegation Treasures Meeting

From June 5th to 9th, at the General Curia, there has been the Meeting of Province
and Delegation Treasures with the General Treasurer, to share information on the
economic situation of the different areas and their Activities, to see several issues
about administration. Their reflections and the data collected will be useful for the
economic report in view of the General Chapter.

® Experiences in preparation

& “Sui passi di lui” in English language for young confreres

From 20 June to 3 July, twelve young confreres, priests and deacons, from
India, Vietham, Congo, and Nigeria will have together the experience of
pilgrimage and formation, visiting Rome and the Guanellian sites of Como and
Valchiavenna.

@  Formation Course for formators of the Congregation .

From 2 to 15 September there will be the formation course for formators of our
congregation. Together they will review the Ratio Formationis, taking into
account the contributions from the formators who will attend. A particular
attention will be given to the particular cultural aspects of the different countries.

o Spiritual Exercises for the Guanellian Family

LEQUES ha organizzato per la famiglia guanelliana in Italia un corso di
Esercizi Spirituali sul “Vincolo di carita” che verra condotto da P. Roberto Fusco
FFB dal 31 luglio al 5 agosto 2023.

& Orientamento Orientation from the major superiors to celebrate the 21st
General Chapter in October 2024. Therefore Provinces, Vice Province and
Delegations shall celebrate their Chapters or Assemblies not later than May
2024 .
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